OCTOBER ’21 NEWSLETTER (1)
Greetings to all Come Singing friends,
The nights are drawing in and the weather turning cooler, sure signs that autumn is on the
way. But before the leaves change colour and fall, we have a harvest of fruit and nuts to
enjoy and celebrate.
In our gardens, apples for storing or cider making, pears, tomatoes, late raspberries, plums,
and even more unusual fruits like figs, quinces, mulberries, crab apples or grapes. Pumpkins,
marrows, corn-on-the-cob and potatoes are ready about now too.
In the hedgerows there are elderberries, sloes, rosehips, wild damsons (bullaces), hazel
nuts, fungi and of course blackberries. What a harvest!

Here are links to some seasonal songs:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ccVEjKFkAV4

We plough the fields...

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1uWZ7RGRh5o

September song Andy Williams

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZEMCeymW1Ow

The falling leaves Nat King Cole

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5FqdCskC0QE Come ye thankful (‘the song of harvest’)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fk-jh3xocd0
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September in the rain Dinah Washington

Try this for a different way of cooking autumn fruit ...
Skegness Pudding
This pudding can be made equally well with plums or blackberries, either on their own or
combined with apple.
1 Ib fruit
6 oz sugar
6 oz self-raising flour
3 oz margarine or butter
1 egg
A little milk

450g fruit
170g sugar
170g self-raising flour
80g hard margarine or butter
1 egg
A little milk

Put the fruit in an oven-proof dish with all but 1 oz or approx. 30g of the sugar. Rub the
margarine or butter into the flour and add the remaining sugar, the beaten egg and a very
little milk – enough to make a stiff, cake-like mixture. Spread this on top of the fruit. Bake in
a moderate oven (180°C, 350°F) for about 45 minutes, until the top is a golden brown crust
and the fruit is cooked.
*****************
Many wild animals are preparing for winter now and gathering food to store or fattening up
to withstand the cold, lean times. Late flowering plants like Michaelmas daisy, sedums and
especially ivy, provide nectar and pollen for insects. Thistles and teasels are full of seeds for
overwintering birds such as finches. Some fallen leaves left in the garden offer shelter for
small mammals.
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Autumn poems
Knowing there are some of you who enjoy poetry, here is part of Keats’ famous poem ‘To
Autumn’. It’s very appropriate for this edition of the Keyhole!
Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness,
Close bosom-friend of the maturing sun;
Conspiring with him how to load and bless
With fruit the vines that round the thatch-eves run;
To bend with apples the moss'd cottage-trees,
And fill all fruit with ripeness to the core;
To swell the gourd, and plump the hazel shells
With a sweet kernel; to set budding more,
And still more, later flowers for the bees,
Until they think warm days will never cease,
For summer has o'er-brimm'd their clammy cells.

Here are examples of haiku about autumn. They have five syllables in the first and third
lines and seven syllables in the middle line. Try it!
Windy autumn day
Golden leaves fluttering down
Dancing on the breeze
© Phyllis Babcock
Foggy sunlight through
Nearly leafless autumn trees
Spots of gold linger...
© Chetta Achara
Perhaps these will inspire you to put your thoughts into a poem or haiku. If so, then they will
be very gratefully received: heatheredwards.music@gmail.com
In fact, your contributions in any form will be welcome!!
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Sweet Shops remembered
As you opened the shop door a bell would ring with a clang. Inside was like an Aladdin’s
Cave lined with screw top glass jars containing every sort of sweet you could think of, and
more. On the counter might be an old fashioned pair of scales or one with a swinging needle
so that you could see the weight and check you were getting good value. Pocket money had
to be spent carefully!

Bags of penny sweets like gobstoppers, black jacks and pear drops, were an important part
of childhood in the 60s, and you could actually get several sweets for each coin, be it a
penny, halfpenny or perhaps a farthing. At 3d a pack, Spangles were a bargain!
There were two ways to eat a Sherbet Fountain: by biting the end off the liquorice stick and
sucking the sherbet up, or by licking the stick and dipping it into the paper packet which was
sometimes a triangular shape. Whichever way you enjoyed, it the evidence would be on
your tongue!
Mint Cracknell looked like green glass inside, and crunched like it too, but the chocolate
covered bar was delicious and only cost 6d.
Some songs about sweets.
The big rock candy mountain https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JWminVCg3TA
Sweets for my sweet
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1tnqnXJl9qE
My Boy Lollipop
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HiuPND4W6KM
Memories are made of this https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fzS3TpBE6QQ
Sugar ,oh honey, honey
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TSP0e5rXUl8
How sweet it is
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=beW9AH1Goxg
Sugar Bush
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9A1yUAGWJVk
*Can you unscramble these favourite old fashioned sweets?
HEBRSTE
Aniseed
EYLJL
Coconut
NEPUTA

Lemons
ALSBL
Babies
RMUSOHOMS
Brittle
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Liquorice
ERAP
Barley
CELRTEA
Parma

SALOSLR
Drops
GURAS
Toffee
ETIVOLS

Harry Woods and Tin Pan Alley

In a recent session of singing on the phone with
Heather, we sang some lovely old songs which she told
us were all written by Harry Woods.
They included favourites like these:

When the red red robin
Paddlin’ Madelin’ home
I’m looking over a four leaf clover
Side by side
My old man said follow the band
Try a little tenderness

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UOn-uIDk-oE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zaAhE0UBuqE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bb5TRoaJynU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=50xGa0rQ3s4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lfW3TxQhy20
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UnPMoAb4y8U

Harry MacGregor Woods was an American born in Massachusetts in 1896. He was educated
at Harvard, beginning life as a farmer and serving in the army during the First World War. He
moved to New York and became a song writer and pianist. It was a golden era for song
writers and publishers with many famous films being produced. This was the time of Tin Pan
Alley.

Tin Pan Alley was an area in New York where many of these song writers, including Harry
Woods, lived and worked. It got its name from the sound of pianos being pounded by the
“song pluggers” who demonstrated tunes to the publishers.
Harry moved to London in 1934 to continue his very successful career. He retired back to
USA where he died in 1970.
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West Side Story
This famous musical first appeared on Broadway in 1957. The story was loosely based on
Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet with lyrics by Stephen Sondheim and music by Leonard
Bernstein. It contained extended dancing and lyrical singing as well as a topical theme and
soon became an award winning success. This lead to a film made in 1961 with a large cast
including Natalie Wood.
The story is set in contemporary New York where two teenage gangs, the Sharks and the
Jets are struggling for power. A former member of the Jets, Tony who is the best friend of
the gang’s leader, Riff, falls in love with Maria, sister of Bernardo, the leader of the Sharks.
Intrigue and tragedy follow in this gripping drama and there is no happy ending.

Short quiz about West Side Story hits?
1. This is sung by Tony. Can you identify it?
It’s only just out of reach
Down the block, on a beach
2. What is the famous song about Tony’s girl?
3. In the famous balcony scene, when are they going to meet?
4. Here’s a line from the next song
I like to be in .................
5. There must be a place for Tony and Maria. Where is it?
Links to the answers
1. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FOQPMjKLQQU
2. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DyofWTw0bqY
3. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m7xTvb-FAhQ
4. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_e2igZexpMs
5. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_SQ4ogstDVE
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