JULY ’21 NEWSLETTER (2)
Greetings to all Come Singing friends,
After so much sports coverage lately life is beginning to go back to “normal”. So we can
resume most of our usual activities and be comforted by a nice cup of tea (or similar) from
time to time.

Jack Buchanan wrote the well-known song ‘Everything Stops for Tea’. It begins like this:
Every nation in creation has its favourite drink
France is famous for its wine,
It’s beer in Germany,
Turkey has its coffee, and they serve it black as ink,
Russia goes for vodka,
But England loves it tea!
Here’s a link to the full song:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MGQASun9d8E

And something different – a short film from 1962 about tea
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BdtQAEFM2Sw
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A nice cup of...........?
What’s your favourite - tea, coffee, chocolate, Ovaltine, Horlicks, or ....?
It can be a good reason to sit down for a chat, to have a break from a routine task, to soothe
your nerves, or if you’re feeling thirsty. It can also be an excuse to relax and read the
Keyhole! Not only is tea or coffee refreshing, it is necessary for good health to have at least
6 to 8 drinks (non-alcoholic of course!!) every day. In Britain our favourite is tea.
It’s a very good English custom,
And a stimulant for the brain,
When you feel a little weary
A cup will make you cheery,
And it’s cheaper than champagne!
(From ‘Everything stops for tea’)
It was first grown in China around 5,000 years ago, but did you know that since 2005 tea has
been grown in Cornwall? This evergreen plant belonging to the Camellia family grows slowly
and prefers a cool, damp climate. You can even grow it at home if you have a lot of
patience!

The flower of the tea plant

(£18.50)
The Camellia sinensis plant

Most people will know these other songs about tea ...
I like a nice cup of tea (Gracie Fields) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7XuOfGjNvDA
Tea for two (Doris Day)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D0MtzQDltr0&t=15s

Or “Right said Fred” (Bernard Cribbins)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ge_4SlJWfl0
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Music quiz
If you’re in the mood for singing, try this quiz:
1. Name the song with these words “Just as long as we’re together it doesn’t matter at
all.”
2. Where would you be if “The birds above all sing of love”?
3. Who is waiting round the bend of Moon River?
4. Which song has the line “We will raise a family, a boy for you, a girl for me”?
5. What can fly so high they nearly reach the sky?
6. Can you name two things that Eliza Doolittle, from My Fair Lady, thought would be
“loverly”?
7. What can you catch and save for a rainy day?
8. Who will I never find even if I search the whole world over?
9. Can you name 3 things that can’t be taken away from me?
10. In which song will you find the line “once our beer was frothy but now it’s frothy
coffee”?
11. What’s “a comin on over the crest”?
12. “Even when the darkest clouds are in the sky” what should you try to do?
**********

Dementia 2021
Sophie has very kindly sent this personal and special poem in which she has written bravely
and honestly about dementia. The ending is uplifting and inspiring - after all, that’s what
Come Singing is all about!
I must express problems with my mind
As dementia has struck me
And my intellect has declined!
No detail from the neurologist
To explain how this occurred.
It is the Frontal Lobar type
So I'm generally quite absurd.
I don't always recognise people now
And they can get quite cross
As they believe I'm being unpleasant
But they don't understand my mental loss.
And Lockdown causes sorrow and strife
As isolation limits the quality of life.
Some real good friends and few
Keep my happiness as a subtle event
By letters and phone calls,
God bless their true intent!!
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South Pacific

Do you remember this popular film from 1958 based on a Rodgers and Hammerstein
Broadway Musical? The plot was based on a prize winning book by James Michener.
Set during the war in the Pacific, it tells the story of Nellie, an American Navy nurse, who
falls in love with a French plantation owner, Emile de Becque, but is worried about his two
mixed race children. When Nellie leaves him, Emile agrees to take on a dangerous espionage
mission for the Navy.
While he is away Nellie struggles to reconcile her prejudices with her love for him. After she
has spent some time with his children and come to care for them, she fears that Emile may
not return alive...
In the film Nellie was played by Mitzi Gaynor, Emile by Rossano Brazzi and Bloody Mary by
Juanita Hall.
Many of the songs from South Pacific have become firm favourites. You can hear them, join
in, and see parts of the original film with these links.
Some enchanted evening

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E5dPtkVCRsg

A cockeyed optimist

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p0DusO6ipLw

There’s nothing like a dame

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ljm9CDRAhMQ

I’m gonna wash that man

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=odcCzb-h3Fo

Happy talk

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JXgmQDFhPjo

Bali Ha’i

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=81NROmUb7o0
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The Balloon Trip
John C sent us a description and photos of
his belated birthday trip in a balloon.
It was over two years ago- when my friends clubbed together to buy me a Virgin Balloon
Flight for my 80th birthday. Well, what a difficult job it was to book this flight! Three
cancellations due to bad weather, wind, rain or a combination of these made it impossible
for the balloon to take to the air, Then, of course, Covid entered the scene making it even
more impossible to book.
As luck would have it, I happened to visit Virgin's website and noted that all of the twenty
dates shown were fully booked, apart from one. Two of the sixteen places were available
which I promptly booked.
On the morning of the flight, we had to be at the launch site by 5.30 am to help unfold and
inflate the balloon and receive the important safety instructions. All this being dealt with,
we took our places in the basket, had our facemasks on, and were ready for lift-off.
What an experience to float in the clouds to see from above the extraordinary and even way
the towns and villages are set out and even more the beauty of crop formations. All in all a
wonderful experience'

Up, up and away in my beautiful balloon
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HfxqQmWtGNM
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Contributions to Keyhole
Many thanks for your articles, please keep sending them in to Heather at
heatheredwards.music@gmail.com
It’s always good to have a variety of articles and pictures.
Don’t forget you can join in singing with Heather any time you want by clicking on the library
link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LlUZd5QJA-k&list=PLmw2CBV4UBFHfj1dpVxv5V2EX5fE5F1Z&index=7&t=7s

Answers to the music quiz
1. Side by side

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NjNX_gayY1E

2. Cruising down the river

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zm8q2_4EXNM

3. My huckleberry friend

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=875eB2tU2TU

4. Tea for two
5. Bubbles

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D0MtzQDltr0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CNFsiuCE_EI

6. A chair, chocolate, warmth etc. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v5ipgrp_xLU
7. A falling star

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dh8hvs_nxsI

8. Another you

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wZf41UudAbI

9. The way you wear your hat, sip tea, sing off key, hold your knife etc.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uhCXXOhQ4zw
10. Fings ain’t wot they used to be
11. The Deadwood Stage

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eg-Ycc-yKqY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x_xmujSyxkU&t=53s

12. Spread a little happiness https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W4gs3IROTZ4
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