
 
 

COME SINGING - MID-FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER 

 

 

Dear All, 

What a very cold snap!   On the first day of snow it was exciting to be geared up to be 

snowbound, but by now slippery footpaths and bitter winds are losing their charm - 

everything in moderation... 

This newsletter will surely bring back some warmth and sunshine... Many thanks to Pat and 

Philip for reminders of so many February treats and signs of life to watch out for as the days 

get longer!  

And Come Singing has its own hopeful green shoots: last week Norfolk Library Service 

waved a magic wand to enable a few of us to get together on the phone for a chat and a 

sing.  No computers or smartphones, and it was so nice to catch up and to do a bit of singing 

- we were very rusty!  It was such a pleasure that the Library Service has very generously said we 

can do it every Thursday at 11.00 for 30-45 minutes.  If you'd like to join in, please get in touch: all 

you need is a normal home phone and we'll come to you!  6 phone lines each time seems to work 

best, so when we know how many people are interested we can organise groups of friends. 

So there really are reasons for hope when you look through this Keyhole! 

Keep safe and well, keep sending your news, ideas and pictures to share  - and be ready to sing! 

 

With much love from all at Come Singing 

 

 

 

 

 



February - the shortest month, even though it’s not a Leap year, has at least two special 

days: Valentine’s Day on the 14
th

 and Shrove Tuesday, two days after on the 16
th

. 

 

 

 

VALENTINE’S DAY 

 

Recognised in many places round the world, Valentine’s Day has its origins in early 

Christianity. It was said in mediaeval times to be the day the birds chose their mates. This 

very old poem sums it up 

 

“The rose is red, the violet’s blue, 

The honey’s sweet and so are you. 

Thou art my love and I am thine. 

I drew thee to my Valentine; 

The lot was cast and then I drew, 

And fortune said it should be you.” 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY MUSICAL QUIZ 

PART 2 OF “LOVE IS IN THE AIR” 

 

1. This song by Dean Martin begins “In Napoli where Love is king?” 

2. It was first a hit for the Troggs in 1967 – they can feel it in their fingers and in their 

toes? 

3. What can’t Elvis help doing? 

4. Who first recorded “You’re just too good to be true”? 

5. “And when he walked me home that night, all the stars were shining bright” – what 

happened next? 

6. Doris Day “even told the golden daffodils” that she had what? 

7. “This guy’s in love with you” was sung by Herb Alpert. What was the name of his 

band? 

8. What couple sang “True Love” from the film High Society? 

9. The Mindbenders had a hit with this song in 1966, and later it was sung by Phil 

Collins when it featured in the film “Buster”? 

10. This song with a ‘question’ was a No.1 hit for Frankie Avalon and Anthony Newley in 

1960? 

 

 

 



 

SHROVE TUESDAY 

 

Why not whisk up some pancake batter and spoil yourself. They are delicious with a sweet 

or savoury filling, or you may prefer the traditional lemon and sugar. 

 

Delia Smith says this recipe is foolproof....... and the batter can be cooked immediately.... 

 

 

4oz (110g) PLAIN flour  7fl oz (200ml) milk and 3fl oz (75ml) water mixed 

2 large eggs   2 tablespoons melted butter 

 

Sieve the flour and make a well in the middle to break the eggs in.  Whisk the 

eggs, gradually working in a little of the flour. Then add the milk and water a bit 

at a time and keep whisking or beating until the batter is smooth and lump free. 

(It should be like thin cream.) Before cooking, stir in the 2 tbsp of melted butter. 

Pour enough batter to thinly coat the base of a hot non-stick pan which has a 

little hot butter or oil in it. Keep the heat fairly high, and as soon as the base is 

cooked turn it over to briefly cook the other side. You don’t have to toss it!! 

 

 
 

Here are some suggestions for savoury fillings - grated cheese, savoury minced meat or 

lightly cooked spinach etc. Sweet fillings –apple and cinnamon, banana and honey, liqueur, 

maple syrup etc. 

 

You can probably be creative and try some of your own ideas! Or there’s always the 

supermarket version..... 

 

Watch the famous Olney pancake race. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V3IWsFGvZf4 

 

************** 

We’ve had a taste of Siberian weather blowing in from the East, and here is a link from 

Laurie about snowy weather, with some striking pictures. 

 

In the bleak midwinter by Bert Jansch: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Ls9nRm_Oc8r  



 

See how many references to well-known poems you can find in this 

very topical ‘Brief Pageant of English Verse’ 

sent in by Diane 

 

I won’t arise and go now, and go to Innisfree, 

I’ll sanitize the doorknob and make a cup of tea. 

I won’t go down to the sea again; I won’t go out at all, 

I’ll wander lonely as a cloud from the kitchen to the hall. 

There’s a green-eyed yellow monster to the north of Katmandu 

But I shan’t be seeing him just yet and nor, I think, will you. 

While the dawn comes up like thunder on the road to Mandalay 

I’ll make my bit of supper and eat it off a tray. 

I shall not speed my bonnie boat across the sea to Skye 

Or take the rolling English road from Birmingham to Rye. 

About the woodland, just right now, I am not free to go 

To see the Keep Out posters or the cherry hung with snow, 

And no, I won’t be travelling much, within the realms of gold, 

Or get me to Milford Haven. All that’s been put on hold. 

Give me your hands, I shan’t request, albeit we are friends 

Nor come within a mile of you, until this trial ends. 
 

Anon 

********** 

 

SPRING IS ON THE WAY 

 

In late February, we’re over half-way through winter, so there are some early signs of 

spring to watch for, apart from snowdrops, daffodils and crocuses! 

 

• Lighter mornings and evenings and temperatures beginning to rise 

 

• Celandines 

 

 
 

Celandines have bright yellow shiny star like flowers which are similar to 

buttercups. They are low growing with glossy green heart shaped leaves. Found 

in woodland and shady places. 



 

• Hazel catkins 

 
 

Catkins or Lambs tails are easily recognised. In the autumn the Hazel tree 

produces nuts or cobs enjoyed by squirrels and dormice (and some humans!) 

Traditionally coppiced, hazel wood is bendy and used in buildings. 

 

• Blackthorn blossom 

 

 
 

The dainty white blossom of Blackthorn appears before its leaves and it is the 

first to flower in the hedgerows. Sloes are its well known autumn fruit and its 

wood was traditionally used for walking sticks. 

 

• Bumble bees 

 

 

 

In winter, many bees hibernate, but on a sunny day the occasional Bumble bee 

will take flight foraging for nectar or pollen. Winter flowering plants like 

Mahonia, Honeysuckle, Flowering Currant or Heathers will attract them. Their 

Latin name Bombus is just right! (There are 24 different types). 

 

The Flight of the Bumble Bee by Rimsky Korsakov 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rdatnwBYHTc 

 

Arthur Askey – The Bee Song: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OockiHUZfiA 

 



 

• Robins singing, building up to the dawn chorus in March 

 

 
 

Although we think of robins at Christmas, when you see a robin and hear singing 

now, you know that Spring is almost here. The male robin is very territorial and 

announces his presence with his song. It’s good to know that their population 

has increased by 45% since 1970s. 

 

Robin birdsong  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nrw9xPCFtYw 

 

When the red red robin by Bing Crosby: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UOn-uIDk-oE&t=18s 

 

 

 Tiny buds on the trees which look like heavy dew but will soon turn green and new leaves 

will appear. 

 

 
 

A verse from Wordsworth’s poem ‘Lines written in early spring’: 

 

The budding twigs spread out their fan, 

To catch the breezy air; 

And I must think, do all I can, 

That there was pleasure there. 

The North Wind doth blow 

And we shall have snow 

And what will poor Robin 

do then, 

Poor thing? 

He’ll sit in a barn 

And to keep himself warm, 

Will hide his head under 

his wing, 

Poor thing! 



WORDSEARCH  - hidden within the grid are the words on the right 
 

 
The link, for those who want the Wordsearch puzzle online, is: 

https://thewordsearch.com/puzzle/1980295/ 

 

ANSWERS TO THE FEBRUARY MUSICAL QUIZ 

1. “That’s Amore”. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=69O4PXzAQ5Y 

2. “Love is All Around”. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J1ghh33fnd8 

3. “Can’t Help Falling in Love”.https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ttuVUynl5SU 

4. Frankie Valli and The Four Seasons. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NGFToiLtXro&list=RDNGFToiLtXro&start_radio

=1&t=5 

5. “And Then He Kissed Me” by The Crystals. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MSkum4B162M 

6. A “Secret Love”.https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KniqM8GOHc0 

7. Tijuana Brass.https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GWjbUAYcxII 

8. Bing Crosby and Grace Kelly.https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fl5EPEzukNQ 

9. “A Groovy Kind of Love”.https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tWjmhAwPFIo 

10. “Why?” Because I Love You).https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fcNNY0arYto 


