
  

 

 

 COME SINGING  NEWSLETTER MARCH 2021 

 

 

Dear All, 
 
Well, we've survived February fill-dyke...  The saying goes:  ”February fill the 
dyke, Be it black or be it white; But if it be white, It's the better to like” and we 
certainly did get a bit of both rain and snow!    
 
Spring is here now and the days are getting longer and more kindly. Some 
glorious sunrises got me thinking about weather rhymes again: are they 
always true?    'Red sky, at night, shepherd's delight; red sky in the morning, 
shepherd's warning' - but the whole day was beautiful after this glowing start! 
 
 

               
 
Perhaps we should just stick with: 
 

Whether the weather be hot, 
Or whether the weather be not, 

We'll weather the weather 
Whatever the weather 

Whether we like it or not! 
 
 



I don't recall now what the weather was like on February 2nd, but as well as 
being Candlemas, it was Groundhog Day (in more than one way!)  
Traditionally if the groundhog comes out of hibernation and sees its own 
shadow on the 2nd, it will go back into its hole and there'll be six weeks more 
of winter weather...  
 
 
Peter's hedgehogs clearly take no notice of any such nonsense! 
 
 
'The cold weather has not deterred my prickly friends in the garden......they 
have not hibernated, even during the current cold spell. I purchased a low 
priced wildlife camera last year and have tried to keep track of them in the 
garden. I was totally surprised to find recordings of them out every night since! 
I did a short video of them earlier this month in the snow and wind. There are 
at least two of them, a big one (Boss Hog) and a smaller one (Baby Hog) but 
there may be more. They have continued to eat the food I have put out and 
they have quite a thirst. I have had to break the ice in the drinks bowl every 
night & then use some warm water to ensure it did not re-freeze. 
  
I have three covered feeding stations in the garden and two small huts for 
them (they do not like the food in the huts). Cat food our selective eating cat 
does not consume goes out for them plus some special ‘hog’ food. 
  
If you have seen any in your garden during the summer they may well not 
have hibernated either. Make a little shelter with a 15cms. square hole in and 
put in some cat food to see if it is eaten overnight? Also a small but heavy 
bowl of water they would love but NOT milk. 
  

This is Baby Hog:-  
  
 
Both are in this short video:-  https://youtu.be/3pIQOiXbEmM 
 
 
 
 
 



It certainly feels like spring now, but we may not be rid of chilly nights yet. Pat 
has been thinking of open fires... 
 

 
 

Are you old enough to remember the time before central heating? Often only 
the “living room” was actually heated by an open fire, usually burning coal. On 
a cold winter day we would rush in to get “round” the fire, standing as close as 
we could bear, and extending our hands to feel the heat. The sound of 
crackling and hissing were inviting. The fire and its surround or mantle piece, 
was the focus of the room. On our mantle piece was a chiming clock and a 
few ornaments. Important letters were tucked behind the clock and my 
father’s pipe rack was on display! 
 

 
 

A companion set with poker, tongs, brush and pan stood on the hearth to 
keep everything tidy. There might have been a coal scuttle or bucket nearby 
as the coal needed to be replenished frequently. Coal was delivered in sacks 
carried by the coalman on his back. Ours always seemed to be cheerful 
despite doing such a physically demanding job. 
 
Sitting companionably beside the fire, we loved to toast crumpets or bread for 
tea, and perhaps on special occasions, in the evenings roast chestnuts till 
they popped and then burned our fingers as we peeled them! Staring into the 
flames you could wonder and imagine and trace the smoke curling up the 
chimney. On the down side though, open fires created lots of housework and 
needed much attention, the chore of laying the fire was a skill to be learned, 
fire guards were a necessity and the chimney needed sweeping regularly. I 
think perhaps I prefer central heating after all! 
 
Keep the home fires burning: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QgXl5QnKdCk 
Chim-chim-cheree (Mary Poppins): 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kG6O4N3wxf8 



 
 
 
March is a good month for celebrations, beginning on March 1st with St. 
David's day.  The patron saint of Wales, as well  
as founding monastic settlements and churches, 
preaching, teaching and performing miracles, is said 
to have been born during a thunderstorm and to have 
been a teetotal vegetarian, living mainly on leeks and 
water (golly gosh!) 
 

 
 
The daffodils always seem to be ready and looking at their best for his day. 
 
 
Then on the 17th it's St. Patrick's day.  
 
As well as bringing Christianity into Ireland, he was long 
believed to have driven all the snakes out, but sadly that 
can't be true as there were none living there anyway!    
Finding shamrock in Norwich might be tricky, and a four-
leafed clover isn't the same thing at all, as the three leaves 
of the shamrock are for the Trinity... 
 
 

Both Wales and Ireland have given us some of 
our very finest national songs and music.  
Whether you're Welsh or not,  Cwm Rhondda is 
stirring stuff!  Sophie has a wonderful recording 
of the Gwalia Male Voice Choir singing it, but this 
is the best I could find: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7s1suWhb5K 
And what about rugby songs!!  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D07J5-lnHvU 

 
 
It's hard to choose from all the fantastic Irish folk music, but how about 
The Wild Rover    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b_4KboYi40I    
and Molly Malone?   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wjjh5EmkKCA 
 
 



 
 
 
A great way of escaping lockdown has been time travel through music!  Were 
you rock and rollers?  I wasn't(!) but Teresa and Jennie's quiz brought back 
lots of great memories.  Answers at the end as usual... 
 
Hits from the 50’s 

1.  That’s what all the young folks are doing all the while, sang The King of 
Skiffle – what were they doing? 

2.  A sugary treat on a stick –  a 1958 hit for The Chordettes? 

3.  Who was “Just an Old Fashioned Girl”? 

4.  By what name was Terence Nelhams-Wright otherwise known as?  His 
first hit in 1959 asked a few rich questions? 

5.  Where was the last train going to according to Johnny Duncan and The 
Blue Grass Boys? 

6.  A song with a title about a sweet substance that was rationed during the 
war, and for a time after? 

7.  Which brothers had a hit with a song about dreaming their life away? 

8.  What was the title of Perry Como’s hit about love coming to tap you on the 
shoulder? 

9.  Elvis Presley sang: “My tongue get tied when I try to speak” how else was 
he feeling?    

10. What was Bill Haley and The Comets  first UK No. 1 hit?  

......... 
 
 
 
Some of us have embraced the idea of designing our own coat of arms in 
celebration of surviving a whole year now of lockdown... 
 
 

Shelly is one of the most positive people I've 
ever met.  She seems never to waste a 
moment and her shield  has some of the 
things that have kept her busy during the 
long months.   I love the idea of audio stories 
- it's so nice hearing someone else reading 
just for me.  (I also remember the daily ritual 
of 'Listen with Mother' and the opening 
music, but that's quite another thing...) 
 

 
 



 
 
 
Judy's brings together some of her ideas of what would make up the ideal 
view from her window:  
 

She says:  
Can you see the blue sky and ripples at the 
edge of the sea? The sun is shining brightly, 
warmly on the whole scene. Now can you 
find an upturned row boat and two oars, 
seaweed on the rocks, birds flying; blossom 
on the trees and shrubs; two sun loungers; 
toddler with fishing net and bucket; a picnic 
hamper; two dogs; a crab; and people 
singing?  
 
A vision of escape... 
 

 
Every day brings spring and then the summer closer.  It's wonderful to be able 
to be in the garden without a coat, and to see things coming alive again. Keep 
safe, keep well and keep singing and things will come right in the end... 

With much love from everyone at Come Singing 

........................................................................................................................... 

Answers to Hits from the 50’s: 

1.  “Puttin’ on the Style” by Lonnie Donegan. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SE50GiTMJXo 

2.  “Lollipop”.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A0kd-w7Xwd8 

3.  Eartha Kitt sang “I’m  Just an Old Fashioned Girl”.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BetFXxlBPlw 

4.  Adam Faith – “What Do You Want?”.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bwUMjwMppWE 

5.  “Last Train to San Fernando”.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3PszSocNLxY 

6.  “Sugartime”, by The McGuire Sisters.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=92iVi1tqdME 

7.  The Everly Brothers -  “All I Have to do is Dream”.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JnpbzmjcxQM 

8.  “Catch a Falling Star”.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_VJlHWESyLI 

9.  “All Shook Up”.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aNPTwk8NAYE 

10. “Rock Around the Clock”.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N-qjc17KEsc 



 
 
 


